Motorcycle Maintenance

Why Maintenance Matters

e Prevents mechanical failure

e Maintains performance and fuel efficiency
e Extends component life

e Improves rider safety

e Protects resale value

Key Idea: Maintenance is cheaper than repairs.

Maintenance Philosophy

e Preventive, not reactive

e Inspectbefore replacing

e Measure instead of guessing

e Documentall service work

e Small problems become big failures

Daily / Pre-Ride Checks (5-Minute Rule)

T-CLOCS Method: - Tires & wheels - Controls - Lights & electronics - Oil & fluids - Chassis -
Stands

Engine Oil & Filter

Why it matters: - Lubrication - Cooling - Contaminant removal

Best Practices: - Follow interval OR riding severity - Replace filter every change - Use
correct viscosity and motorcycle-rated oil

Common Mistake: Overfilling oil.

Air Intake System

e Clean air = efficient combustion



e Inspectfilterregularly
e Replace or clean depending on type
e Checkintake seals and clamps

Symptoms of neglect: - Poor throttle response - Increased fuel consumption

Fuel System Maintenance

e Use quality fuel

e Inspectfuellines and connections

e Injector cleaningintervals

e Monitor fuel pump noise or hesitation

Modern bikes rely heavily on clean fuel delivery.

Cooling System

e Inspectcoolant level and condition
e Replace coolant on schedule

e (Checkhoses and clamps

e Cleanradiatorfins

Overheating often starts with poor maintenance.

Drive Systems
Chain Drive: - Clean, lube, adjust slack - Inspect sprocket wear
Belt Drive: - Inspect for cracks or debris - Correct tension critical

Shaft Drive: - Final drive oil service

Braking System

Critical Safety Component: - Inspect pad thickness - Check rotor condition - Flush brake
fluid regularly - Inspect lines and fittings

Brake fluid absorbs moisture over time.




Tires & Wheels

e Check pressure frequently

e |nspect for uneven wear

e Lookfor cracks or punctures
e Balance and alignment matter

Tires are your only contact with the road.

Suspension Maintenance

e Forksealinspection

e Forkoil service intervals

e Shockinspection for leaks
e Linkage lubrication

Neglected suspension reduces control dramatically.

Electrical System

e Battery health checks

e Charging system testing

e Inspectgrounds and connectors
e Monitor parasitic drains

Electrical issues are often connection-related.

Fasteners & Torque

e Use manufacturer torque specs

e Critical fastenerinspection

e Threadlocker where required

e Avoid over-tightening aluminum components

Professional habit: torque wrench use.

Seasonal Maintenance

Spring: - Battery check - Fluid inspection - Tire condition



Storage Prep: - Fuel stabilization - Clean and protect surfaces - Maintain battery charge

Maintenance Intervals vs Riding Style

Severe use includes: - Short trips - High heat - Heavy loads - Aggressive riding

Adjust service intervals accordingly.

Common Owner Mistakes

e Ignoring small leaks

e Incorrect chain adjustment
e Mixing fluids

e Skipping torque specs

e Delaying maintenance

Maintenance ROI (Return on Investment)

e Lowerrepair costs

e Increased reliability
e Better performance
e Higherresale value

Maintenance pays for itself.

Key Takeaways

e Maintenance equals safety
e Inspection prevents failure
e Follow systems, not guesses
e Consistency beats shortcuts




